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comedies and plays on subjects taken from English
history. Then came the eight years that gave us the
great tragedies, Hamlet, Othello, Lear, Macbeth, and
one or two comedies in which tragedy is not far off:
and finally, from 1609 to 1611, a time in which he
wrote the reflective comedies, of which the greatest is
The Tempest. In this, as the magician Prospero, he
formally bade farewell to his art/and to Ariel, the
" sprite " who had inspired him and whom his mind
had kept prisoner.

2

Shakespeare is so great, so rich, and so inexhaustible
that it does not much matter how we first approach
him. It will perhaps be best, and more in accord with
-~the plan of the book as a whole, if we approach him
first as a creator of character, rather than as a poet.
The selections that follow, therefore, will almost all
be taken from the comedies and histories : but first of
all let us run over briefly the story of Shakespeare's
first tragedy, Romeo and Juliet.

Two noble families of Verona, the Montagues and
the Capulets, are at feud with one another. Romeo
meets Juliet at a ball. He does not know that she is a
Capulet^ nor does she know who he is. They fall head-
long in love, and are not deterred by discovering to
what family each belongs. To communicate with one
another they make use of Juliet's old Nurse. Here is an
extract from a scene in which the Nurse returns from
an important errand to Romeo :

Enter NURSE and PETER (a servant)
JULIET :                    O honey nurse ! what news ?
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